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Introduction 

•  The Communities Adapting to Climate Change Initiative (CACCI) 
was launched by Columbia Basin Trust (CBT) in November 2007. 

•  CACCI is a community-based approach undertaken and 
sponsored by CBT to enable climate change adaptation to 
become part of community planning in southeast British 
Columbia.   

•  The first two communities, Kimberley and Elkford, initiated their 
projects in 2008.  The next phase, which started in 2009, includes 
Rossland, Castlegar and Kaslo in partnership with Regional 
District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) Area D.  

•  Each community can look for additional funding to supplement 
CBT support. 

•  The CACCI also supports technical and advisory committees to 
guide the community projects. 
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Annual mean temperature, 1961-1990 (left) and
 CGCM3-A2 / CRCM4 downscaled scenario, 2041-2070

 (right), Columbia Basin, British Columbia, Canada  
(source: Trevor Murdock, PCIC). 



Public survey of adaptation priorities,
 Elkford (Zumundo Consultants, 2009) 
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Risk matrix for water management, 
Elkford (Zumundo Consultants, 2009) 



Visualizations for Kimberley: overlay of 
susceptibility to mountain pine beetle (MPB) and 

downstream flood risk areas 
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Kimberley’s Climate Change 
Adaptation Project 

Visualization of future fire event, Kimberley 



Visualizations for Kimberley:  possible future 
forest landscape in 2100 with minor response 

(upper) and major adaptation (lower) 



Actions to adapt to increased risk of 
wildfire in Kimberley. 

MI = municipal infrastructure 
WF = wildfire 



Coordination of support for community 
adaptation projects. 

Kimberley planning workshop. 



Page from website for CACCI:  
www.cbt.org/climatechange 



Conclusion and Next Steps 

•  Communities participating in the CACCI are incorporating adaptation 
into Official Community Plans, budgeting processes and decision 
making that takes place beyond political boundaries, such as wildfire 
management.  

•  The website established by Columbia Basin Trust serves as an archive 
for publications and links to an online resource kit which houses 
community reports, practitioner advice and resources to get started 
on adaptation planning in rural communities. 

•  Kimberley and Elkford participants, who started in 2008,  continue to 
share their learning experiences with Rossland, Castlegar and Kaslo/
RDCK Area D, who began their projects in 2009.  

•  The learning network of the CACCI now includes 18 municipalities and 
3 regional districts in the Columbia Basin. The sharing of knowledge 
among communities is one of the important legacies of this initiative.  
These are small communities, with populations less than 10,000, so 
capacity building is an important outcome. 
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